Pathogenic potential of fifty Bacillus weihenstephanensis strains.
The aim of this study was to evaluate the food poisoning potential of strains of the new species in the Bacillus cereus group, B. weihenstephanensis. Fifty strains were tested for cytotoxicity in a Vero cell assay, and 23 of the strains were also tested for production of enterotoxin components with commercial antibody kits, and for presence of enterotoxin gene components by polymerase chain reaction (PCR). The majority of the strains (72%) were not cytotoxic, although all of the strains that were tested with PCR and commercial kits had part of at least one of the B. cereus enterotoxins Hbl, Nhe or CytK.